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WHAT HAS

DONE FOR YOU ?
JESUS



I was unprepared for the question. As I sat 
among one thousand other church creatives 
and pastors who had gathered for the annual 
Echo Conference in Dallas, my mind paused. 
I’m sure the remainder of the speaker’s general 
session was stark-raving brilliant, but the 
question pressed into my soul and lingered 
there. He continued speaking. I kept listening. 
But what I kept hearing was—Who are you? 

Can we just be real here? My initial response 
was, “I have no idea.”

Hold the phone. As an employee, I absolutely 
love my purposeful career helping the Church 
matter and am fairly well respected (I think). 
As a husband and father, I am married to a 
beautiful woman and have three gorgeous 
children. We live in a wonderful home in a 
great neighborhood in an exemplary school 
district. We own three cars and a Pomeranian. 
I’m the luckiest man alive. How could I possibly 
not know who I am?

Then it dawned on me that I had misplaced my 
identity. Not lost it, mind you. But misplaced 
it. Even as a Christian, I had allowed who I am 
to be placed more in what I do, what I have, 
and how I was perceived by others—temporal 
things—rather than in the unchanging grace 
and acceptance of Jesus Christ. I was missing 
the mark and needed to redeem the order of 
my priorities. I know that you have never done 
anything quite so foolish.

The details of my story are unique and so are 
yours. But there is at least one thing we have in 
common: we are both in need of redemption. 
And in Christ alone are we fully redeemed.

In these pages, you will read stories of God’s 
redemptive grace and His unfailing love; stories 
of hope and faith; of heart change and life 
transformation. We will celebrate how God 
is working and moving within this redeemed 
community and throughout the world. Further, 
our prayer is that you will be moved to worship 
Him in spirit and in truth, connect to spiritual 
community, grow deeper in discipleship, and 
joyfully serve others.

Welcome to REDEEM.

ROLAND GILBERT
Director of Communications

REDEEM is a quarterly publication of

FRISCO BIBLE CHURCH
8000 Sanctuary Dr, Frisco, Texas 75033
972-335-8150
friscobible.com | allthedifference.us

DR. WAYNE BRAUDRICK, Pastor

TELL OTHERS ABOUT IT

Your faith is deeply personal, but it is never private. As 
a member of a redeemed community doing the Great 
Commission, boldly share the highs and lows of your own faith 
journey with your family, friends, and neighbors. For ideas, see 
“Influencing Others For Christ” (page 10).

We are a redeemed community
doing the great commission

by the power of the Holy Spirit
for the glory of God
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At 16, she found peace when she cried out 
to Jesus for the first time. Years later, after 
an unwanted divorce, RENEE CAMPBELL 
would cry out again and find restoration.

Seize the opportunities. “The Good News 
isn’t good news unless it gets there in 
time.” DAN SOUTHERN proposes four 
ideas that will equip you to boldly share 
your faith.

Growing up, all 
of his friends 
wanted to be 
baseball stars 
and astronauts. 
But all CLIFF 
DONATHAN 
ever wanted 
was a family 
that loved him.
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THE GRAND ADVENTURE WAS PROVING 
TO BE MORE DIFFICULT THAN DELIGHTFUL. 
Traveling to southeastern Brazil as a 16-year-old exchange 
student, Renee Campbell did not already know anyone in Brazil; 
and she didn’t speak Portuguese. Thousands of miles away from 
home, Renee grew increasingly lonely and homesick for the 
family and friends she had left behind in El Paso, Texas.

Brazil just seemed like one big broken promise. Adding to this so-
called adventure, none of her textbooks were in English. The only 
book she could read was a Bible that her sister had slipped into 
her suitcase. With seemingly nowhere else to turn and nothing to 
lose, she began turning its pages.

With Bible in hand, Renee often retreated to the banks of 
the Rio Doce and made a remarkable discovery. The pages 

contained a personal story just for her. The more she read, 
the more she came to understand that her faith from 

childhood was not enough. Infant baptism and religion 
were not enough. Family traditions were not enough. 

Only He is enough.

That singular truth brought her a profound comfort 
and peace. Renee felt as though it were just she 

and God for days on end. Kneeling there beside 
the “Sweet River,” she cried out to Jesus.

Embracing His promises, Renee 
surrendered her life to Christ and 

welcomed the cleansing of the Holy 
Spirit. Shedding her sinful habits and 

selfishness, she imagined her old life 

STORY BY NIKI CARBAJAL
PHOTOS BY KEITH PEELER

LOST
YEARS
THE

A string of broken promises led 
Renee back to a Sweet River of life
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being washed down the Rio Doce.

Renee returned to the United States to 
complete high school and college. But 
without a church home or any spiritual 
discipleship, Renee soon grew distant from 
her relationship with the Lord.

Her childhood dream was to become 
an optometrist so she poured all of her 
energies toward pursuing that goal. 
Working long hours and studying, she 
excelled as a student. Renee completed her 
undergraduate work and was later accepted 
to the University of Houston College of 
Optometry.

As a freshman, Renee began dating and fell 
in love. Keenly aware that her potential 
husband was a not a believer, she recalled 
reading 2 Corinthians 6:14, “Do not be 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers. 
For what fellowship has righteousness with 
lawlessness? And what communion has light 
with darkness?” (NJKV).

When she discussed her concerns with him, 
Renee was reassured that he would attend 
church with her after they married. But his 
commitment to church and spiritual growth 
didn’t just wane—it vanished.

Time passed, and they began to feel that 
their marriage was a mistake. Raised in a 
family of committed marriages, however, 
Renee never even considered divorce.

In an attempt to receive help and support, 
the struggling couple made plans to move 
to California to be close to Renee’s family. 
Already licensed in Texas, Renee headed 
out to California to study and sit for her 
optometry boards. Her husband stayed 
behind in Texas with intentions to follow 
along later.

He never made the trip. He simply left a 
voicemail to tell her that the marriage was 
over.

Far worse than how she felt in Brazil, 
California had become a land of 
disappointments. Renee had uprooted and 
moved to a new state without a job and was 
now careening toward an unwanted divorce. 
Lost and devastated, she cried out to Jesus 
once again.

“What do you do when the rug is pulled out 
from under you,” she asked? “You either 
walk away from God, or you run toward 
Him.” Renee sprinted to Him as she had the 
first time alongside the Rio Doce.

She found a Bible-believing church in 
California, sought counseling, and savored 
the emotional support she received from 
her parents. It was a time of reconnection, 
restoration, and spiritual growth.

Meanwhile, Renee eagerly awaited the 
results of her board exam so that she could 
open an optometry practice. But God had 
other plans. Through the urging of another 
optometrist, Renee returned to Texas to 
start a practice in Plano. She and her new 

business partner recognized the Lord as 
the giver of all things and fostered a godly 
atmosphere in their practice. They often 
prayed for and with their employees and 
God greatly blessed their business.

God’s plans for Renee didn’t stop there. 
While building her practice and readjusting 
to life in Texas, Renee attended Fellowship 
Bible Church North where she was baptized. 
Still in her mid-twenties, Renee was involved 
in the singles group and met Thomas. They 
dated, but Renee carried the deep hurt and 
disappointment from her previous marriage 
and held back from fully trusting him. As 
they gradually worked through issues, it 
became clear to both of them that their 
relationship was a God-given gift.

Thomas and Renee married while she 
continued to build her optometry practice. 
God blessed them with Noah, and two years 
later, Emma. Renee never slowed down. 
She practiced full-time while raising two 
children. As their kids approached school 
age, Renee and Thomas felt God leading 
them to homeschool. As their schooling 
needs increased, Renee’s workload 
decreased. She gradually withdrew from 
practicing optometry altogether and devoted 
her time and energy to education at home.  

Today, a member of Frisco Bible Church, 
Renee doesn’t look back except to appreciate 
Jesus’ continuous presence in her life. She 
cherishes the transforming journey she 
began with Jesus beside the “Sweet River” in 
Brazil. She remembers God’s comfort when 
her first marriage ended. She praises Him 
for the provision of a successful optometry 
practice. She is grateful for the gift of a life-
long marriage to a godly husband and father 
and recognizes the blessing of motherhood 
to Noah and Emma.

Renee is eternally thankful for His 
restoration. “I would go through the lost 
years again to get the redemption I have 
now,” she said. “He restores all things and 
makes all things new. He has blessed my life 
in ways I never could have imagined, and it 
is a joy to honor and serve Him.”  

HE RESTORES ALL THINGS

We would love the opportunity to have 
one of our pastors pray with you and 
provide help in any way that we can.

972-335-8150

I would go 
through the 
lost years 
again to get the 
redemption I 
have now.”
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More than 2,000 years ago, Jesus changed the life of one woman, 
and her entire village, simply by asking for a drink of water. Soon, 
another village will be transformed because of your generous gift of a 
Jesus Well, similar to the one in the enclosed picture.

At

VBS
2013

229
$4,623.08

raised

to build a JESUS WELL!

for people they
don't even know( )

In one village, where Gospel 
For Asia missionary Vampu was 
sharing the Gospel, the people 
were so violently opposed to the 
message that they beat Vampu 
twice. But he did not give up.

Then, when a few people 
responded to the love of 
Jesus, they were banned from 
the village wells. These first-
generation believers were forced 
to walk to another village just 
to get a few gallons of water for 
drinking, cooking and washing. 
Their suffering broke Vampu’s 
heart. He sank to his knees in 
prayer, crying out to God for a 
new well.

God was already answering 
Vampu’s prayer. Thousands of 
miles away in the West, a friend 
of GFA had donated a large sum 
of money, asking that it be used 
to drill water wells. As a result, 
Pastor Vampu’s congregation 
received one of the very first 

Jesus Wells. Joy flooded the 
entire village when Vampu’s 
small congregation invited 
everyone—even their former 
persecutors—to draw water from 
the well.

Today the Jesus Well bustles with 
activity. The shiny white well 
with the sturdy pump handle 
produces the sweetest, cleanest 
water in the entire village. And 
as the women come to fill their 
water pots, they learn about 
the Living Water. They read the 
plaque inscribed with John 4:14, 
“Whoever drinks of the water that I 
shall give him will never thirst. But 
the water that I shall give him will 
become in him a fountain of water 
springing up into everlasting life” 
(NKJV).

Soon, more people like those in 
Vampu’s village will experience 
the loving grace of God thanks to 
you and your gift for a Jesus Well.

Thank You // from Gospel For Asia

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2014

June 16-20, 2014
Our awesome Vacation Bible School 
organizers are already making plans to 
ensure that 2014 is the best VBS yet.



There I was, standing before my entire 
church family, waiting to be baptized. I was 
eight years old and scared to death. But I 
knew this was a big step, a decision that 
would help me grow up and live the life for 
which I was created. I was publicly telling 
everyone in my little world that I trusted in 
Jesus alone for the salvation of my sins and 
was committing to walk with Him.

Today, one of the joys of serving in the 
church is watching others take the same step 
of faith—many of them children just like I 
was. I get to sit with them and their parents 
in my office to discuss baptism.

To help them understand and prepare, I like 
to play a little game by pointing to the wall 
and asking, “Who are those people?” The 
standard answer is, “Your boys.” 

Then I ask, “Are those actually my boys? 
Can you actually talk to them right now?” 
Sometimes slightly confused, they’ll reply, 
“Ummm . . . No?”

“So, what is that?” I ask.

“A picture of your boys!”

“Exactly!” I exclaim.

Baptism is the same. It is a picture, a 
representation of a truth. Like the picture 
hanging on the wall shows what my boys 
look like, baptism shows that a person has 
trusted in Jesus Christ for the salvation of 
their sins. It symbolizes that “[w]e were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 
6:4 ESV).

Said another way, baptism means to 
“identify.” When we obey Christ’s command 
in baptism, we are identifying with Him 

and the Father that we are no longer “dead 
in our trespasses,” but that He has “made 
us alive together with Christ” (Ephesians 
2:5 ESV). Similar to an athlete at a press 
conference showing off his new colors and 
making it known that he belongs to a new 
team, baptism allows us to show off our new 
family—the family for which we have been 
redeemed.

Even when I was eight, I knew it was an 
important act of obedience to the loving 
Father who saved my soul, an act of a little 
boy showing off his new team colors. But 
baptism, of course, isn’t just for children. 

How about you? Have you placed your 
complete trust in Christ? If you have, have 
you displayed your new family colors—
telling the world that you have been bought 
with a price and adopted into the greatest 
family ever? 

If not, what are you waiting for? He is 
offering you the gift of life!

What must you do? “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and 
your household” (Acts 16:31 NKJV). Then 
let us help you take your next step of faith. 
We look forward to rejoicing with you as you 
identify with Jesus.  

BY JEREMY MIKESKA
PHOTOS BY MARY KNEPLER

BACK: JEREMY MIKESKA (L)
WAYNE BRAUDRICK (R)

FRONT: MALLORY MAHAN

DISPLAY YOUR NEW COLORS

Once you have placed your trust 
in Christ, the next step is believer’s 
baptism. We’re ready to help.

jmikeska@friscobible.com

8

Baptism, 
of course, 
isn’t just for 
children.”
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“Do you not know that 
all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus 
have been baptized into 
His death? Therefore we 

have been buried with 
Him through baptism into 

death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the 
Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life. 
For if we have become 
united with Him in the 
likeness of His death, 

certainly we shall also 
be in the likeness of His 

resurrection, knowing 
this, that our old self 

was crucified with Him, 
in order that our body of 
sin might be done away 

with, so that we would no 
longer be slaves to sin.”

ROMANS 6:3-6 (NASB)

June 22, 2014

JUNE 16, 2013

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

Our annual Beach Party is 
a celebration—rejoicing 
with those who have 
trusted in Christ and are 
being baptized. Well over 
600 people joined us this 
year and many came to 
faith in Christ that evening.
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I have been a Christ-follower most 
of my life. Impressed on me early 
in my relationship with Jesus was 
my responsibility to share the Good 
News of the Gospel because the 
Good News isn’t good news unless it 
gets there in time.

How are you doing in that area of 
your life? If we are honest, most 
of us would get a failing grade—
including me.

LET ME ENCOURAGE YOU 
WITH A FEW IDEAS THAT 
HAVE WORKED FOR ME 
AND WILL HELP YOU 
TO DO THAT WHICH IS 
CLOSEST TO THE HEART 
OF GOD.

Now let me say a word about our 
motivation to do all these and even 
more.

The fountainhead of our walk with 
God is to spend time with Him 
devotionally. I have never met an 
effective witness who did not have a 
strong personal walk with God. I can 
say from experience that in the dry 
spiritual times, I have not been an 
effective witness

If we are communing with the Lord, 
we will talk about Him. That also 
means that if we are not sharing 
Christ, we may have a spiritual 
problem we need to address first. 

So take a look at the fruit of your 
life and ask yourself some hard 
questions. If you are seeing a natural 
desire coming from within you to 
talk about God, then you are on the 
right track. If not, then spend some 
time focusing on your personal 
fellowship with the Lord.  

ALWAYS BE PREPARED
That slogan is not just for the Boy Scouts; it’s for both you and me. Part of 
our daily thinking should be to purposefully connect with people on a deep 
enough level to influence them for Christ.

Notice that I did not say we need to win or lead them to Christ or even 
necessarily share the full Gospel plan of salvation, but we are looking for 
opportunities to bring Jesus into the conversation.

It can mean something as simple as saying, “I will be praying for you,” “God 
bless you,” or “God willing.” We are His ambassadors and need to bring Him 
into our interactions throughout the day.

HAVE A PLAN
Though there will be many unexpected events in each day, there are also 
certain things we expect to happen. We can plan to speak about Jesus as we 
prepare for the day ahead.

If I have an appointment, go to the grocery store, eat at a restaurant, get 
my hair cut, or have someone working at the house, I will be ready for the 
opportunity. I like to use carefully selected Gospel tracts, a short devotional 
book, or something else meaningful that helps me interject spiritual truth 
into the life of my contact.

It is my ultimate objective for the person I am connecting with to ask me 
about spiritual truth, to literally invite me into a conversation about God or 
Jesus Christ.

START OVER EACH DAY
Sometimes I go through the whole day without meeting my goal of talking 
to someone about Jesus. But I can’t let that get me discouraged, and neither 
should you.

Never mind your failure—just start over. Every day is new with God. Don’t 
worry about messing up or saying the wrong thing. God has often used 
“mistakes” to bring glory to Himself.

You cannot go wrong when you are working for Him. In fact, He uses our 
weakness much more effectively than our strength (2 Corinthians 12:9).

MULTIPLY YOUR EFFORTS THROUGH OTHERS
Encourage those around you to be witnesses for Christ. If they are activated 
by your example, you have done a good thing.

I like to hang around with others who have the same heartbeat as God, and 
you will find that true as well.

REMEMBER

You will reap what you sow, you will 
reap later than you sow, and you will 
reap more than you sow.

“He who continually goes forth weeping, 
bearing seed for sowing, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him.”

PSALM 126:6 NKJVJOHN 4:14 NKJV

BY DAN SOUTHERN

But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give 
him will never thirst. But the water that I shall 
give him will become in him a fountain of water 
springing up into everlasting life.”
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HOW DID YOU COME TO FAITH IN CHRIST?

I came to faith in Christ on July 24, 2003, at a Christian youth camp called 
Centrifuge in Glorieta, New Mexico. I was 14 years old, thinking I was already a 
Christian but realized there was no fruit of this claim in my life. Furthermore, 
this was my moment of conversion, from viewing salvation as simply a ticket 
into heaven to understanding that God loved me enough to desire a relationship 
with me.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE AND WHY?

Paul writes in Galatians 2:20 (ESV), “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh 
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” It is so 
refreshing and encouraging knowing that we no longer have to live to please 
the world but are free to live and love completely for the One who lives and 
loves us enough to have died for us. 

WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT STUDENT MINISTRY?

Well, for one, it’s fun! I have to be careful at times to remember I’m NOT a 
student when we are hanging out, playing games, and acting crazy. Without 
question, the most amazing part of youth ministry is getting to see my students, 
in their own time, respond to what I’ve been teaching.

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED FROM THE KIDS YOU’RE MINISTERING TO?

Students, especially these days, are thirsting for love and affirmation from those 
who have gone before them yet are unfortunately getting busier day by day. If 
I’ve gathered anything from these amazing kids I get to spend time with, it’s 
the weight of the calling we all have to diligently pour into them the love and 
edification they so desperately need and desire (Deuteronomy 6:7).

WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST HOPE FOR THE KIDS YOU’RE LEADING?

That they would see past my words and occasional silliness into the truths 
I have asked the Lord to speak through me. This, hopefully, will thrust them 
into becoming the lights in this present darkness that we are all called to be. I 
believe this is the essence of true Christian Leadership (our theme this year); 
to be so content with our identity in Christ, we live in such a way as to claim 
citizenship in heaven alone, by the fruits of the Holy Spirit inside of us, through 
the way we love one another.

POSITION

Middle School Director (7th-8th Grade) 
cfranklin@friscobible.com

MARRIED TO

Mandy Franklin

EDUCATION

BBA in Finance,
University of Texas at Tyler

BIRTHDAY

May 12, 1989

FAVORITE COLOR

Blue 

FAVORITE FOOD

The kind you eat . . . But, given the 
choice, I’d eat BBQ every day of my life! 
Ribs are my favorite. I love sushi, too.
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“The Costa Rica mission trip changed 
my life. It gave me spiritual connections 
in another part of the world and 
developed in me an understanding of 
how God has blessed me. I learned that 
in order to be an effective servant, I 
must be giving 100% of myself to God 
every day.”

      — TYLER

“I think when we went house-to-house 
is when God used me the most. Even 
though I was nervous, I still got to have 
some awesome conversations with 
people there about what they believe 
and how it is different from what I 
believe.”

      — RACHEL

“God worked through me in 
sharing the Gospel by putting the 
words in my mouth and letting 
me say what He wanted me to 
say. He also taught me not to 
take things for granted and that I 
have all the things I need to have 
a happy life.”

      — LOGAN

“God never ceases to amaze 
me. I saw peace and passion for 
God in the people when they 
worshipped and as we went 
door-to-door. Not just when 
they wanted to, but all the time. 
It inspired me to get fired up in 
my faith once again and truly 
praise God, not when I want to, 
but all the time.”

      — SARAH

“God used me personally, I think, by 
reaching out to the people on a much 
deeper level than I originally thought 
I could. The relationships I developed 
and the way we interacted with each 
other will last forever! God taught me 
so much, both on this trip and the last 
one. But this year, he really humbled 
me and told me that I’m not in control 
of my own life. Until I submit to 
authority, I cannot grow spiritually.”

      — NOAH

STUDENTS ON

MISSION:
COSTA RICA

JULY 6-13, 2013: HERE ARE A FEW THOUGHTS ON THEIR EXPERIENCE

GLOBAL MISSIONS

This was just one short-term mission trip on 
which 11 adults and 7 students from Frisco 
Bible Church shared the Gospel door-to-
door, held a Vacation Bible School (VBS), did 
service projects, and built relationships with 
the local churches.

LEARN MORE AND READ THE BLOG

friscobible.com/missions
jmeyer@friscobible.com
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Feeling hopeless, 
Cliff just wanted to 

die. But God took 
his life and gave 

him a new one.

REBORN
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The 12-year-old boy’s plan was simple. One 
sharp turn of the handlebars would send 
him hurtling into the speeding truck’s path, 
quickly ending all the pain, abuse, neglect, 
and chaos.

“I just figured I’d swing out in front of it, and 
that would be it,” he said, recalling a thought 
process that’s hard to imagine for a boy 
barely into middle school. 

As the truck roared closer, he made his 
move—but he jerked too hard. Instead of 
being crushed to death, his bike went down 
in a heap and Cliff skidded along the remote 
California roadside. The truck rumbled past 
from a safe distance. 

Death was not in God’s plan for Cliff that day. 
Nor was it His plan the many other times Cliff 
considered taking his own life over the next 
decade. God’s plan was to protect him and 
gradually show him that a life committed to 
Jesus Christ is not only worth living, but is 
also full of love, joy, and excitement.

A CHILDHOOD OF PAIN

By the time Cliff was born, his parents were 
addicted to heroin and committing crimes to 
support their habit. Cliff ’s dad went to prison 
when Cliff was just seven days old. He wasn’t 
around to even sign Cliff ’s birth certificate.

Growing up in the Los Angeles suburb 
of Glendora, Cliff and his younger sister 
sometimes lived with their mother. He saw 
her shoot up, turn to prostitution, and do 

many other unthinkable things. She wasn’t 
mean or physically abusive, but her next high 
was more important to her than taking care 
of her kids. 

When his mother was behind bars or 
otherwise unfit for parenting, the Donathan 
kids lived with their grandparents. But his 
grandmother was dealing with her own 
addiction, abusing prescription pain pills to 
dull the deep emotional pain that caused her 
to lash out at the children.

She hit Cliff with pots and pans, and even 
a telephone. Worst of all, her sharp tongue 
relentlessly shredded his self-worth. 

His father was in and out of prison. Among 
the memories of his father, Cliff recalls him 
hiding in the insulation of his grandparents’ 
attic as police swarmed the house searching 
for him. When Cliff was six, his dad robbed 
a bank and assigned Cliff the task of taping 
together bills damaged by the small explosive 
device that the bank teller slipped into the 
sack.

The effects of his childhood were predictable. 

Cliff grew up angry, confused, wounded, and 
depressed. He felt rejected and worthless. 
The self-loathing was made more difficult 
at school where he was marked as the son 
of infamous local criminals and spent every 
other day of the third grade suspended 
because of fights. “Teachers would treat me 
differently, and some parents wouldn’t let 
their kids play with me,” Cliff recalled.

He fantasized about a better life. While the 
other boys dreamed of becoming astronauts 
or hitting home runs in the World Series, 
Cliff ’s hopes were much simpler. “My number 
one wish as a kid was for a family that loved 
me,” he said.

A FAITHFUL GOD

Through it all, Cliff now realizes, God was 
with him. 

His first flicker of a relationship with God 
came when neighbors began taking him to 
church at the tender age of five. Cliff ’s life 
changed dramatically. He spent a lot of time 
with youth groups and in Christian sports 
leagues—and loved it.

It was during those early years that he 
accepted Jesus as his Savior, but it would take 

STORY BY JOHN MCFARLAND
PHOTOS BY KEITH PEELER

OVERWHELMED 
BY A YOUNG 
LIFE ALREADY 
OVERFLOWING 
WITH DESPAIR, 
CLIFF DONATHAN 
FURIOUSLY 
PEDALED HIS 
BIKE TOWARD 
THE ONCOMING 
HEADLIGHTS.
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many more for those seeds of faith to grow.

Cliff ’s world evolved into a dual existence. 
Life at home was the stuff of nightmares; 
yet he experienced the unconditional love of 
Jesus regularly through friends, neighbors, 
and church. 

“The statistics say I should not be alive today 
or that I should be a major drug addict,” said 
Cliff, noting that his little sister was hooked 
on methamphetamines last he heard from 
her. “If it weren’t for Christ, getting involved 
in church and youth groups, there’s no way 
I’d be alive.” 

Ironically, despite his behavior at school, 
Cliff was an excellent student. For all the 
heartache his parents gave him, they did 
pass on good academic genes. His mom 
spoke seven languages fluently before she 
dropped out of college near the end of her 
senior year. Cliff did so well academically, 
in fact, that he earned a full scholarship to 
Seattle Pacific University. 

GOD STAYS CLOSE, DESPITE BEING 
PUSHED AWAY

In college, Cliff slowly grew distant from 
God. So much so that Cliff wondered 
whether he even believed in God anymore. 

But he did believe in love; and in college he 
met the love of his life, Hannah. Cliff knew 

he wanted to marry her, but he also knew 
Hannah’s faith was strong and that their 
relationship was doomed if they weren’t on 
the same page spiritually. He remembers 
praying, “I really want to believe. If you show 
me something—anything—I’ll believe.” 

His plea came during a trip with Hannah to 
Spain, where they were taking a pilgrimage 
across the country. One night, while they 
were in a hostel preparing for the next day’s 
hike, it began raining Texas-style—complete 
with lightning and sideways winds. Hiking in 
such a downpour would be a disaster. 

The next morning, rain was still coming 
down hard. Cliff prayed for clear skies, but 
the rains kept coming. When it was time to 
go, Cliff and Hannah warily stepped outside. 
A few miles ahead, heavy storms raged. 
A few miles behind lurked more gray and 
turbulent skies. Yet skies above were sunny 
for them for two straight days. 

It seemed as though God parted the clouds 
just for them. Cliff felt God was clearly 
answering his prayer for a sign by essentially 
saying, “I’m not going to just show you: I’m 
going to hit you in the face with a 2-by-4.” 

RESTORED, REBORN, AND A REDO

After college, Cliff and Hannah got married 
and settled in to a comfortable life in Seattle. 

Cliff worked in internal audit and Hannah 
was a nurse. They attended church regularly. 

About a year after settling in, God returned 
an important person, albeit an unlikely one, 
back into Cliff ’s life. His mom, Linda, had 
fallen on extremely hard times in California. 
Years of reckless living had taken such a toll 
on her body that she had to live in a nursing 
home. 

After prayerful consideration, newlyweds 
Cliff and Hannah decided to move Linda to 
Seattle. Cliff was ready to work on forgiving 
her. “I loved her and wanted a relationship 
even though she was a horrible parent 
growing up,” he said. 

Cliff was committed to building the best 
relationship that he could. God’s grace 
shined through as the two grew closer. Cliff 
also continually talked to Linda about God 
and prayed that her atheism could be cast 
aside. 

“He just kept showing her love and 
encouraging her and telling her about God,” 
Hannah recalled. “He could have very well 
not spoken to her at all ever again, but that’s 
not Cliff, and that’s not what God wanted for 
him.” 

Soon after Linda moved in, she was 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and given 
only four months to live. She was not healthy 
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enough to undergo treatment, so she was in 
hospice care with drugs to relieve the pain. 
Linda was slipping away, physically and 
mentally. 

Cliff knew time was running out, and he 
prayed for a moment of lucidity so they 
could talk. 

“I walked in one day, and she was totally 
fine,” Cliff said. Pouncing on the opportunity, 
“I told her, ‘I don’t know if I have a minute 
or a day, so right now you’ll have to decide if 
you accept Christ.’ She nodded. We cried, and 
we prayed together.”

Amazingly, Linda began to feel better. “It was 
a miracle. She was on her deathbed, but she 
got better,” Cliff said. “The doctors were like, 
‘We have no idea what happened.’”

Linda lived every new day with complete 
clarity and a heart changed by God. She had 
been a lifelong cynic and pessimist, rooting 
for the bad guys and constantly distrustful of 
“the man.” But God gave her a new outlook. 

“It was a redo,” Cliff said. “It was like having 
a mom. I hadn’t really had that before. It 
was one of the most humbling and joyful 
and fulfilling experiences that I’ve had as an 
adult Christian.”

Linda died in the summer of 2005, nearly 
a year longer than expected, and Cliff is 
grateful that God helped him forgive his 
parents. Yes, he has forgiven his father, too.

“In all reality, I didn’t want to,” Cliff said. “It 
would probably be a lot easier if I didn’t. But 
it’s a very basic thing God commands us, to 
love and forgive, and so those are some of 
the things that are easier for me to do than 
others.” 

His father got out of prison six years ago and 
building that relationship remains important 
to Cliff. They talk on the phone once or twice 

a week. Hannah put it best, “We just have to 
show people love whether they deserve it or 
not and no matter what they’ve done in the 
past.”

NEW FAMILY, OLD DEMONS

Cliff and Hannah had their first child, 
Amie, in 2004. Yet even after the gift 
of reconciliation with his mother and 
fulfillment of his longtime dream of a loving 
family, Cliff continued to struggle with 
depression. 

The demons from his childhood kept 
returning. Feelings of rejection and 
abandonment resurfaced, plunging Cliff into 
an emotional abyss. “I thought about killing 
myself every day,” he said.

Cliff reached out for help and contacted 
a Christian counselor. That began a new 
journey of discovery. He found the strength 
to sort through his past, realizing he was not 
a bad person and that God loves him. His 
counselor helped him take his relationship 
with Jesus to new highs. 

“It wasn’t until about four or five years 
ago that I really felt loved by God, when 
I began intentionally living for God,” Cliff 
said. “I started to understand his love and 
participation and presence in my life.”

Hannah says she’s seen a 180-degree change 
in how Cliff deals with the piercing sadness 
that once ruled him. “He knows God accepts 
him as he his, no matter what,” Hannah said. 

He realized more and more that he owes 
everything to God, including the escape from 
a troubled childhood that he had come to 
take pride in. 

“I truly know now that everything I have was 
given to me,” he said. “I didn’t pull myself 
up by my bootstraps. I didn’t do anything to 
overcome my past. This freedom is a gift that 
I have no business getting.” 

PEACE AND PROVISION

Living for Jesus has helped bring Cliff peace 
during turbulent circumstances. 

When Amie was born, she did not have a left 
femur, the bone in the leg that extends from 
the hip to the knee. Cliff ’s reaction to seeing 
Amie take her first breath is an example of 
the peace Jesus gives. Yes, she had a notable 
physical difference that would impact the 
entire family, but Cliff only had one thought, 
“She’s perfect.” 

A whole slew of worries, fears, and 
concerns were yet to come—like the 
financial pressures from regularly replacing 
prosthetics as Amie grew. Yet so many times, 

I’m glad that it’s made me the father who 
wants to be there because I understand 
what it’s like not to have one.”
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as Amie was close to needing a prosthetic, Cliff 
would get a surprise bonus or a promotion. “You 
can see that we were in God’s hands financially,” 
he said.

Cliff was no more clearly in God’s hands than 
while snorkeling during a family vacation to 
Puerto Rico. Shortly after being stung by jellyfish, 
Cliff was in intense pain and struggling to breath.

In God’s perfect timing, the head of Puerto Rico’s 
aquarium walked out onto this rarely visited 
beach. He quickly assessed that Cliff had been 
stung by a highly venomous jellyfish and needed 
medical attention fast or he would probably die. 

Cliff was certain death was coming. But this time 
he faced it with complete trust in Jesus. “I wasn’t 
scared,” he said. “I was thinking, ‘I’m ready.’ It felt 
like the exciting feeling you have when you’re at 
the top of the roller coaster and about to go on an 
adventure. My only prayer the whole time was for 
God to take care of Hannah and Amie.

“I kissed my wife and Amie goodbye. I truly kissed 
them goodbye, thinking this was going to be the 
last time I see them here. I was thinking, ‘Wow, I’m 
done.’” During the long ride to the hospital, Cliff 
lost consciousness twice. He remembers simply 
concentrating on trying to breathe as his airways 
kept tightening. 

Cliff went into shock at the hospital, his body 
lurching in violent convulsions as he fought for 
each breath. Within minutes, however, doctors 
were able to open his lungs and get him stabilized. 
His steady recovery gave him reassurance that 
he was in Jesus’ hands. Death, according to God’s 
plan, had been denied.

The joyful outcome stands in stark contrast to the 
hopelessness he felt at age 12, pedaling toward 
suicide. The despair that had once fueled his 
desire to die had been replaced with a new life of 
purpose, peace, love, and hope.

A BONFIRE OF FAITH

Now 35, Cliff and his family are living for Jesus at 
Frisco Bible Church. They’re plugged into a Life 
Group and volunteer in various ministries. He is 
happy to share about his hardships because they 
illustrate God’s limitless love and faithfulness. 
They show how anyone can come to trust Jesus, 
accept his love and to forgive even those who hurt 
us most.

Cliff thanks God every day for his wife Hannah 
and their daughters Amie and Abigail, now nine 
and six. He thanks God, in fact, for his entire life—
including the awful start that he can see now was 
an important part of who he is today.

“I’m glad that it’s made me the father who wants 
to be there because I understand what it’s like not 
to have one,” he said. “My one wish and dream was 
to have this family. I get the blessings of teaching 
them about Christ and what He has in store for 
them. He granted me the greatest gift I could ever 
have.” 

As he reflects on his spiritual journey, Cliff 
compares it to a light that started out very dim. 
It first flickered on at church as a small boy. It got 
brighter throughout his life, to the point that the 
dimmer light analogy no longer works. 

“Now I feel like it’s a bonfire that’s burning so 
brightly that it’s hard to even look at,” he said. The 
roaring flame of faith was only possible because 
Jesus gave Cliff hope.

“When times seem hopeless, God really is 
there,” he said. “You may not see it and might 
not recognize it at the time, but He is taking you 
through every step of the way. Once you really 
start to experience the love that He has for you, 
it really opens your eyes. It’s a whole new lens to 
look at the world through. When you know that 
you are in God’s hands, it’s exciting.”  

DEPRESSION IN 
AMERICA

The World Health 
Organization named 
depression the second most 
common cause of disability 
worldwide after cardiovascular 
disease, and it is expected to 
become number one in the 
next ten years.

In the United States, five to 
10 percent of adults currently 
experience the symptoms of 
major depression; and up to 25 
percent meet the diagnostic 
criteria during their lifetime, 
making it one of the most 
common conditions treated by 
primary care physicians.

AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR THE CHURCH

Thanks be to God, who raised 
the One who entered fully into 
our condition, breaking the 
power of sin, death, and hell, 
that we not only can name 
wrecked reality, but also lean 
into it on the promise that 
Christ is making all things new.

The church provides her 
depressed members with a 
plausible hope and a tangible 
reminder of the message 
they most need to hear: This 
sin-riddled reality does not 
have the last word. Christ as 
embodied in His church is the 
last word.

This information first appeared in the 
March, 2009 issue of Christianity Today. 
Used by permission of Christianity Today, 
Carol Stream, IL 60188.
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Although perhaps best known for his 
works of fiction, in particular the beloved 
Chronicles of Narnia, C.S. Lewis was a widely 
influential theologian and prolific writer of 
Christian thought. Throughout his works 
there is a theme concerning the claims 
Jesus made about Himself as the Son of 
God—and ultimately the Savior who would 
reconcile man to God through His death and 
resurrection.

In The Problem of Pain, Lewis characterizes 
this claim as “so shocking—a paradox, and 
even a horror, which we may easily be lulled 
into taking too lightly.” To this paradox, in 
God in the Dock; Christian Apologetics, Lewis 
ascribes the Latin concept “aut Deus aut 
malus homo” which simply means “either 
God or a bad man.” 

The significance of the point, and the 
importance of our response to it, was 
perhaps best expressed in Mere Christianity. 
Lewis emphatically argues that Jesus was 
not ambiguous in His message and left no 
doubt as to what we should believe about 
who He is.

“. . . I am trying here to prevent anyone 
saying the really foolish thing that 
people often say about Him, “I’m ready 
to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, 
but I don’t accept His claim to be God.” 
That is the one thing we must not say. A 
man who was merely a man and said the 
sort of things Jesus said would not be 
a great moral teacher. He would either 
be a lunatic—on the level with the man 
who says he is a poached egg—or else 
he would be the Devil of Hell. You must 
make your choice. Either this man was, 
and is, the Son of God: or else a madman 
or something worse. You can shut Him 

up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill 
Him as a demon; or you can fall at His 
feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us 
not come with any patronising nonsense 
about His being a great human teacher. 
He has not left that open to us. He did not 
intend to.”

Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through Me. If you had known Me, you would 
have known My Father also; from now on you 
know Him, and have seen Him” (John 14:6-7 
NKJV).

Our response to the apparent paradox 
regarding the claims Jesus made has eternal 
significance. As Paul so succinctly stated 
in 1 Corinthians 15:19 (concerning the 
fact of Jesus’ divinity as evidenced in the 
resurrection), “If only for this life we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be 
pitied” (NIV).

There can be no ambiguity in our own 
choosing of who we believe Jesus is: lunatic, 
liar, or Savior. As He said, He is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. It is by trusting in Him as 
Savior that we truly come to know Him and 
the Father ultimately resulting in eternal life 
for those who believe that He is who He said 
He is.  
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BY AJ RINALDI

HAVE QUESTIONS?

Summarizing “Who is Jesus?” into a 
single page is like trying to squeeze the 
Atlantic into a teacup. But trusting Jesus 
Christ is the most important decision 
you will ever make. We’re ready to 
answer your questions and help you 
begin a relationship with Him today.

972-335-8150

WHO      IS 
OF     NAZARETH  ?

JESUS

RECOMMENDED 
READING

Mere 
Christianity
C.S. Lewis

The Case For 
Christ
Lee Strobel

More Than a 
Carpenter
Josh 
McDowell



21

Volume 1  //  Issue 1

As life moves from one fast-paced day after 
another, do you find yourself feeling weary, 
burdened, and in need of rest for your soul? 
Do you crave simplicity and yearn for peace 
and calm? If your answer to either of these 
questions is yes, add Spiritual Simplicity—
Doing Less, Loving More by Chip Ingram to 
your reading list. In fact, move it to the top 
of the list.

This is not another self-help book full of 
checklists and managerial tips on how to 
juggle your busy schedule. Through biblical 
teaching and practical insight, the author 
speaks to readers who know what they 
need to do, want to do it, but find it difficult 
to break away from the abundance of good 
things that have taken over their lives. 

The thesis of this book is simple: Spiritual 
simplicity will not be achieved by strategic, 
methodical attempts to control our lives 
and schedules but by doing less because we 
love more. By learning to love more, you will 
experience a shift from complex to simple, 
from hurried to peaceful, from “never 
enough time” to “time enough for those you 
love.” The author has included questions at 
the end of each chapter to help you process, 
ponder, discuss, and most importantly, apply 
it to your life.

As I read this book, I found myself nodding 

my head in agreement with the author. 
Looking around at our world today, I see us 
living increasingly busy, complex lives. We 
are weary and deprived of free time, our 
relationships are shallow, and our families 
are broken. I found myself challenged to 
think about life differently and to reevaluate 
my priorities.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 tells us that we can 
do all sorts of good things, but they are 
meaningless without love. In Matthew 
22:37-39 Jesus said that the greatest 
commandment is “you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.” The 
second is “you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Daily I find myself asking God to 
show me how to love my family and those I 
come in contact with.

Reading this book and the scripture that 
inspired it has made me desire to live a 
life of simplicity and to love more. I highly 
recommend Spiritual Simplicity to all who 
yearn for rest for their weary souls.  

BY ANGELA COX

Book Review // Spiritual Simplicity

BOOK NOOK

This and other recommended reading 
are available at the Book Nook in the 
Frisco Bible Church foyer.

RECOMMENDED IN THE “IN THE NAME OF LOVE” SERMON SERIES

Come to Me, all who are 
weary and heavy-laden, 
and I will give you rest. 
Take My yoke upon you 
and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For 
My yoke is easy and My 
burden is light.”

MATTHEW 11:28-30 (NASB)
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FB KIDS // Birth-4th Grade
Sundays, 9:15 and 11 am – Sunday School
JEREMY MIKESKA, FAMILY MINISTRIES PASTOR
SARAH GOSVENOR, CHILDREN’S MINISTRY ASSOCIATE

jmikeska@friscobible.com
sgosvenor@friscobible.com

Awana Clubs // 2 years-6th Grade; Student Leaders, 7th-12th Grade
Mondays, 6:30-8 pm
LAURA ULDRICH, VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR awana@friscobible.com

Pre-Teen Students // 5th-6th Grade
Sundays, 11 am and other special events
JESSICA BRAUDRICK, PRE-TEEN DIRECTOR jbraudrick@friscobible.com

Middle School Students // 7th-8th Grade
Sundays, 11 am; Wednesdays, 6:30 pm; and other special events
CODY FRANKLIN, MIDDLE SCHOOL DIRECTOR cfranklin@friscobible.com

High School Students // 9th-12th Grade
Sundays, 11 am; Wednesdays, 6:30 pm; and other special events
ADAM SOUTHERN, HIGH SCHOOL DIRECTOR asouthern@friscobible.com

College Ministry //
Sundays, 11 am and other special events
CRISTOPHER MARSHALL, COLLEGE & YOUNG ADULTS cmarshall@friscobible.com

Young Adults // Ages 23-30 (singles and married couples)
Mondays, 6:30-8 pm in the Foyer
CRISTOPHER MARSHALL, COLLEGE & YOUNG ADULTS cmarshall@friscobible.com

Men’s Ministry //
Bible studies (various times), breakfasts (2nd Saturday of each month), 
and retreats.
RON MO, VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR ron.mo@biworldwide.com

Women’s Ministry //
Bible studies (various times), Moms’ Exchange (2nd Friday of each month 
during the school year), special events, and retreats.
JEN BRYANT, WOMEN’S MINISTRY DIRECTOR jbryant@friscobible.com

CHILDREN AND STUDENTS

Jesus said the greatest 
commandment is to “. . . love the 
Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with 
all your mind” Matthew 22:37 
(ESV).

Our purpose in children’s and 
student ministries is to partner 
with parents as we teach our 
kids the Good News of Jesus, 
challenge them to respond to 
God’s Word, and walk with them 
as they grow.

We pray that each child 
becomes an intentional and 
maturing servant of Jesus Christ.

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Regardless of your age or stage 
of life, there is a Community 
Group for you: College, Young 
Adults, Men’s, Women’s, 
LifeGroups, and Adult Sunday 
Morning Classes.

Here is where you will not only 
find Christian community, 
but also a chance to grow in 
discipleship and an opportunity 
to joyfully serve others.

LEARN MORE

friscobible.com/awana
friscobible.com/preteen
friscobible.com/middleschool
friscobible.com/highschool

LEARN MORE

friscobible.com/college
friscobible.com/youngadults
friscobible.com/men
friscobible.com/women
friscobible.com/classes
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Global and Local Missions //
Short-term mission trips, annual Missions Festival, missionary support, 
and local community involvement.
JEREMY MEYER, DISCIPLESHIP & MISSIONS PASTOR
ROSE WILMS, LOCAL MISSIONS (VOL) COORDINATOR

jmeyer@friscobible.com
rosewilms@yahoo.com

Worship //
Worship Band, Prayer Team, Communion Team, Tech Team, Choir, 
Drama Team, and Breakfast Club.
DANA RINALDI, WORSHIP DIRECTOR drinaldi@friscobible.com

Connections //
Connect to community. Discover your unique S.H.A.P.E. and get started 
using your gifts to serve others.
SUMMER SIPES, CONNECTIONS DIRECTOR ssipes@friscobible.com

Adult Sunday Morning Classes //
Sundays, 9:15 and 11 am. Adult Sunday Morning Classes meet in various 
rooms throughout the campus.
JEREMY MEYER, DISCIPLESHIP & MISSIONS PASTOR jmeyer@friscobible.com

LifeGroups //
Meeting in homes, a LifeGroup is a small group with whom you naturally 
and intentionally “live life.”
JEREMY MEYER, DISCIPLESHIP & MISSIONS PASTOR jmeyer@friscobible.com

SUNDAYS AND BEYOND

There are ample opportunities 
to make a difference in the 
name of Christ both on 
Sundays and throughout the 
week.

Discover how you are uniquely 
S.H.A.P.E.d for service and you 
will bless God as you naturally 
bless others.

friscobible.com/connections friscobible.com/connections

Grow In Christ //

SUNDAY MORNINGS BIBLE STUDIES

Both biblical and topical studies for 
adults are offered during the week at 
various times throughout the year.

friscobible.com/men
friscobible.com/women

SPECIAL EVENTS

VBS, Pine Cove Camp in the City, 
Student conferences and D-Now 
weekends, Men’s and Women’s retreats, 
Financial Peace University, Missions 
Festival, Worship Nights, and more.

9:15 am Worship Service
9:15 am FB KIDS and Adult Classes

11 am Worship Service
11 am FB KIDS, Students, College, and 
 Adult Classes

LEARN MORE

friscobible.com/worship
friscobible.com/connections
friscobible.com/missions

FIND A LIFEGROUP

Connect to community. A 
LifeGroup that is perfect for 
your family is meeting near you.

Log into your FBC CONNECT 
account through www.
friscobible.com, click on “Find a 
Group,” and key in your zip code.



SUNDAYS 9:15 AND 11 AM

Service Times //
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8000 SANCTUARY DR, FRISCO, TX 75033
972-335-8150  |  friscobible.com

Assisted hearing services available upon request

Stay Connected //

friscobible.com

Bulletin (weekly)

Email (biweekly)

facebook.com/friscobible

twitter.com/friscobible

Calendar, event registration, service 
opportunities, listen to sermons online

Community events and 
announcements, sermon notes

Community news, direct links to event 
registration

IN THE NAME OF

2013-2014 Annual Theme

What the World Needs Now
Good Lovin’
The Power of Love
Looking For Love In All the 
Wrong Places

w

u

x

v

Listen online:
friscobible.com/sermons

GRAB A BOOKMARK (OR TWO)
Available in the Foyer

Get information, post event pictures, 
and connect with other members

Follow us @friscobible for periodic 
updates


